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Waning%control%of%the%coastal%state



Section$I

General

Section$II

Cooperation

Section III

Conduct

Section$IV

Installations$and$

Equipment

Section V

Responsibility

Liability

Section$VI

Settlement of$

Disputes

2%general provisions:%
rightArt.%%238%and%
obligation

Art.%239

Promotion%of%cooperation
Art.%242$(BUT$not$without$

limitations)

Zonal$approach

Arts 245,%246,%256,%257
Zonal$approach

Art.%258
Art%263
The researching$

State$or$

organization

should:
Sensure%accordance%
with%LOSC

Art. 264! referral%to%
part%XV,%sections%1%
and%2

4$principles

Art.%240
Creation%of favourable
conditions
Art.%243

Other Actors

SIOs, Art.%247,%
Sneighbouring,% landlocked,%
geographically%
disadvantaged% states%254

Legal Status

Art.%259%:%a%triple%negative
The researching$

State$or$

organization$is%
liable%and%
responsible%for%
measures%
contravening% LOSC%
an%should%provide%
compensation

Interim%measures%!
pending% settlement,
activities%should% not%
commence%or%
continue%without%the%
coastal%state’s
authorization%

1$prohibition

Art 241
Publication% and%
dissemination%of%
knowledge
Art.%244

Procedure

Arts%247, 248,%249,%250,%251,%
252,%253

Attributes,$Conditions

SPotentially%safety%zones%
Art 260,%mandatory%
identification% markings%Art.%
262
SNon%interference%Art%261

The researching$

State$or$

organization$is%
liable%and%
responsible%for%
pollution% resulting%
from%MSR

Limitation

297(2)

Sright%or%discretion%
not%to%authorize
Sorder%suspension%or%
cessation%in%
accordance%with%Art.%
253







• 1977$Informal$Single$Negotiating$Text! LOSC$Part$XIII :$NO$

DEFINITION



Normal%circumstances: exclusively%for%
peaceful%purposes,%to%increase%knowledge%

for%the%benefit%of%all%mankind.
Circumstances%are%considered%‘normal’%
even%in%the%case%of%lack%of%diplomatic%

relations.

Discretion%to%withhold% consent% if%

1.%Is%of%direct significance$to$exploration$and$
exploitation$of%living% &%nonSliving% resources

2.%Involves% drilling,%explosives,%harmful%substances

3.%Involves% the%construction%of%artificial$ islands,%
installations or%structures

4.%Inaccurate$information$have%been%provided% or%
there%are%outstanding$obligationsof%the%researching%
party



production*of*energy*from*the*water,*
currents*and*winds;%



• prospecting for and exploration of natural resources
• hydrographic surveys (for enhancing the safety of navigation)
• military activities including military surveys
• activities related to the laying and operation of submarine cables
• environmental monitoring and assessment of marine pollution pursuant
to section 4 of Part XII of theConvention
• the collection of marine meteorological data and other routine ocean
observations



Marine Data Collection: Methods and the Law 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
Regulatory Authority 
 
Activity Territorial 

sea 
EEZ/Continen-
tal Shelf 

High 
Seas 

The Area Straits/ASL 

Marine 
scientific 
research 

Coastal 
State 

Coastal State Flag 
State 

Flag State/ 
ISBA 

Strait State/ 
Archipelagic 
State 

Hydrographic 
survey 

Coastal 
State 

Flag State Flag 
State 

Flag State Strait State/ 
Archipelagic 
State 

Military 
survey 

Coastal 
State 

EEZ: Flag State; 
Shelf: coastal 
State 

Flag 
State 

Flag State Flag State 

Operational 
oceanography 

Flag State/ 
Coastal 
State 

Flag State Flag 
State 

Flag State Flag State 

Explore/exploit 
natural 
resources 

Coastal 
State 

Coastal State Flag 
State 

ISBA Strait State/ 
Archipelagic 
State 

Explore/exploit 
UCH 

Coastal 
State 

Flag State Flag 
State 

Flag State Strait State/ 
Archipelagic 
State 

 
ISBA= International Seabed Authority.

*Captain J. Ashley Roach. Defining Scientific Research: Marine Data Collection. Law, Science & Ocean Management / ed. Myron H. N., Long R.,
Heidar T. H. and Moore J. N.Martinus Nijhoff Publishers (2007), p. 566.

*



Distinguishing$features

The%parameters%and%their%intended%use%is%what%distinguishes%the%different%forms%of%data%
collection





State$must$be$informed$in$
advance,$through$appropriate$channels,$of$the$deployment$ in$the$high$seas$of$
any$float$within$the$framework$of$the$Argo$Programme

,$by$transmitting$to$it,$reasonably$ in$ advance$of$
the$expected$entry$of$the$float$into$the$EEZ,$



Can%they%fall%under%LOSC%
rules%and%definition%of%
MSR?

Questions

1. Situ
2. Intention





• The%site%is%leased% (25%yrs lease)
• Access%to%expert%academic%

institutions
• Wave%Hub%was%granted%consent$in$

2007$under$Section$36$of$the$

Electricity$Act$1989.$Wave%Hub%also%
has%a%licenceunder%Section%34%of%the%
Coastal$Protection$Act$1949$(CPA)%
and%licencesunder$Part$II$of$the$
Food$and$Environmental$Protection$

Act$(FEPA)$1985%for%the%installation% of%
Wave%Hub,%its%subsea%cable%and%the%
stabilisation and%protection%of%the%
cable%by%rock%armouring.

• Developers coming%to%Wave%Hub%
need$to$apply$for$their$own$Marine$

Licence.$
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I. MSR Request

To: Coastal State for consent
(Art. 246) & notification to 
Neighbouring landlocked 
and geographically 
disadvantaged state 
(Art.254)

When: At least 6 months 
prior to MSR (Art. 246)
Through: Official Diplomatic 
Channels (Art. 250)

The request must (arts 248, 249, 252, 253)
1. Contain accurate info re object, means, nature, 

location, equipment, person(s)  in charge and 
sponsoring institution 

2. Make sure that there are no outstanding obligations 
3. Undertake to  ensure the participation/presence of 

the coastal state
4. Undertake to provide access of the coastal state to 

data and samples if requested 

III. MSR Conduct

The researching state of IO 
must (Art. 249)
-Provide preliminary reports
-Inform of any major 
change

II. MSR Response from the 
Coastal State Stage

Under normal 
circumstances:
-Consent 
246(3)
-Implied 
consent 6 
months after 
request (Art. 
252)

IV. After MSR 
Completion

I.O: (Art 
247) 
bilateral 
agreement, 
approval of 
detailed 
project or 
willing to 
participate

In cases of 
exploration and 
exploitation, 
drilling, 
introducing 
potentially 
harmful 
substances (Art. 
246(5)):
Discretion to 
grant consent

Implied consent does 
not apply if the coastal 
state within 4 months of 
the request:
- has withheld consent
-outstanding 
obligations
-manifestly evident 
divergence of goals of 
the project and facts

OR
-demands further info

The coastal state can suspend or 
cease the MSR if it is not 
conducted in accordance with 
the info received (art. 248) or it 
does not comply with its 
obligations (art. 249)! IF
rectified within a reasonable 
period of time the coastal state 
SHALL allow resumption of MSR 

In all cases (Art. 249)
-provide final results and 
conclusions to the coastal 
state
-if requested provide 
assessment of data, 
samples, results, or 
assistance to their 
assessment/interpretation
-remove 
installations/equipment 
unless otherwise agreed

AND ensure that the 
results are made 
internationally, available
UNLESS in cases  of 
withholding of consent, 
prior agreement of the 
coastal state is required







Step$A:$

Step$B:$

Step$C:$

STANDARD$REQUIREMENTS

discovery%of%antiquities
be%duly%notified%72%hours%prior%to%the%

commencement%of%the%project

6%months%from%the%end%of%the%research,%all%the%raw%data%should%be%sent%to%the%Hellenic%Centre%for%Marine%
Research%and%the%Hydrographic%Agency.
FREQUENT$ADDITION$

representative Hellenic%Centre%for%Marine%Research% Ministry%of%Culture%








